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WATER LICENSING — FIRST IN, FIRST SERVED POLICY REVIEW 

Statement by Minister for Water 
MR W.R. MARMION (Nedlands — Minister for Water) [9.06 am]: I am pleased to provide an update to the 
Parliament on the review of the first in, first served policy of water licensing. As I announced on Monday, this 
review is part of the government’s commitment to a broader water reform agenda, and looks at alternatives to the 
current policy where water is licensed and allocated on a first in, first served basis. In particular, the review 
focuses on how the government prioritises access to unallocated water. 

The Department of Water has prepared a discussion paper outlining the issues surrounding the current policy and 
options for future policy change. I have requested that the discussion paper be released for public comment. It is 
available online on the Department of Water’s website for a period of six weeks to ensure that there is sufficient 
time for all those concerned about this policy to make a submission. 

The current first in, first served policy processes licence applications in the order in which they are received. The 
policy has operated for over 20 years. It should be noted that even under the previous state government, all water 
licences for approved applications would have been granted, consistent with this policy framework. Unlike our 
predecessors, we recognise that more of our groundwater and surface water areas are under pressure, and that 
competition for water is increasing.  

Mr J.C. Kobelke: That is absolute nonsense! 

Mr W.R. MARMION: We recognise that this policy requires reviewing to ensure we balance the needs of the 
community with the agricultural and industry sectors while encouraging regional and economic development.  

The discussion paper proposes several alternatives to the current approach, and I encourage the community and 
water-use sectors to make an active contribution to the development of recommendations for the review of this 
policy. One possible approach that is discussed is the retention of the first in, first served approach until 70 per 
cent of the water is allocated. Once this cap is reached, it proposes that market mechanisms could be employed 
by approved applicants to determine access to the remaining allocation. The merits of such an approach are that 
it is open and transparent and ensures that anyone with an interest in the use of the available water is able to 
register their interest. There is no proposal to change the policy to allow for water speculators. Allocations would 
be made only to those water users who could meet the conditions of the current licensing process. A speculator 
would not be able to buy and hold water without a legitimate purpose for that water. 

I encourage members of this place to advise their constituents of the Liberal–National government’s review of 
this policy and our interest in listening to their views. The period for public comment will close on Friday, 
28 October, and I look forward to considering the final recommendations.  
 


